
 

Welcome to our Summer newsletter. We are looking forward to lots of reading this term, with some popular               
recommendations from the children included below. We have been busy in the library with our third group of fabulous 
library assistants joining the team, who are being such a great help and learning new skills. We also enjoyed talking to 
author Saviour Pirotta who visited the library at lunchtime for book signing last week. In this edition of our library news-
letter, our spotlight is on author Nizrana Farook, who shares her thoughts on why reading for pleasure is so important. 
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Fabulous Fiction! 

 
Here are the 5 most popular fiction books that were  

borrowed from our library last term. 

 
 

 

1. Diary of an Accidental Witch - Perdita & Honor Cargill 
2. Dork Diaries Crush Catastrophe - Rachel Renee Russell 
3. Amari and the Night Brothers - B.B Alston 
4. Cat Kid Comic Club - Dav Pilkey 
5. Otherland - Louie Stowell 

 

 
 

 

Recommendations from the library! 
 

 

 

 
High-Rise Mystery - Sharna Jackson 

This book is about a mystery where Nik 
and Nona (sisters) live. They’re detectives 
who solve a murder. Recommended for 
ages 9+. I would rate this book 8 out of 10. 
    Millie - Oak 

 
The Valley of Lost Secrets - Lesley Parr 
I would recommend this book for            
anyone 8+ who likes a good fiction book 
and world war. It was amazing! 
    Tea - Oak 
 
More recommended reads this summer… 
The Hatmakers - Tamsin Merchant - Ayvah (Elder) 
Harklights - Tim Tilley - Jack (Poplar) 
Darwin’s Dragons - Lindsay Galvin - Amisha (Poplar) 
The InvestiGATORS - John Patrick Green - Charlie(Sycamore) 

Year 6 Library Assistants   

Team Rauf  

 

 

 

Our third group of library assistants, joined the team last 

month - Sasha, Lacey, Ruby, Kiara, Elizabeth, Isabelle, 

Charlie and Jess. They are super efficient and helpful!  

Team Rauf has been named after one of Mrs                 

Jay-Hanmer’s favourite authors - award winning,        

best-selling British author - Onjali Q. Rauf, whose        

fabulous books are available in the library to borrow.  

 
 

                      
 

 
 

Author Visit 

Saviour Pirotta 
 

 

We really enjoyed meeting the 
wonderful author, Saviour Pirotta last week. 

In addition to the workshops he ran in the hall, the      
children loved talking to him and listening to his  

storytelling in the library at lunchtime as he signed their 
books. If your child did not get chance to buy a book on 
the day (as they sold out so quickly!) Mrs Jay-Hanmer 

will let everyone know when the additional books arrive. 
                      

Please note that some links in the newsletter may be for social media. Many authors, illustrators and publishers use these platforms as a great way of 
connecting with their audience. Parents/carers would need to access these due to age restrictions for children on most social  media sites. 



 

Mrs Jay-Hanmer is a huge fan of author Nizrana Farook’s books and highly recommends them in the library. The fast-
paced adventures, with beautiful descriptive writing and interesting charcters, will have you hooked from the start!  
Nizrana’s most recent book The Girl Who Lost a Leopard is our Book of the Month. Once you read this, I’m sure you’ll 
want to read the rest of the books too! 
 
Nizrana was born and raised in Colombo, Sri Lanka, and the beautiful landscapes of her home country find their way into 
the stories she writes. Her debut novel, The Girl who Stole an Elephant was a Waterstones Children’s Book of the Month 
and her second, The Boy who Met a Whale, was an Indie Children’s Book of the Month. The Girl who Lost a Leopard is 
her newest novel. She has a master’s degree in writing for young people, and lives with her family in Hertfordshire. 
 
Mrs Jay-Hanmer asked Nizrana why she thinks reading for pleasure is so important. Here is what she said; 
 
I think reading for pleasure is hugely important because where would we be without a knowledge of other worlds and 
people? Even going into a fictional world and spending time with characters there gives us the ability to step into 
someone else’s shoes and see the world through their eyes. Besides, reading is fun! It gives you enjoyment and makes 
your heart sore and dip with all the emotions of a good book. 
 

https://nizranafarook.com/ 

 

We have copies of Nizrana’s wonderful books in the library. Please pop in to borrow or reserve. 

 

 

Author Spotlight 

Nizrana Farook 

Please note that some links in the newsletter may be for social media. Many authors, illustrators and publishers use these platforms as a great way of 
connecting with their audience. Parents/carers would need to access these due to age restrictions for children on most social  media sites. 

 

Chaya, a no-nonsense, outspoken hero, leads her friends and a gorgeous elephant on a noisy, 
fraught, joyous adventure through the jungle where revolution is stirring and leeches lurk.  

Will stealing the queen’s jewels be the beginning or the end of everything for the intrepid gang?  

 

Razi, a local fisherboy, is watching turtle eggs hatch when he sees a boat bobbing into view. With a 
chill, he notices a small, still hand hanging over the side… Inside is Zheng, who’s escaped a     
shipwreck and is full of tales of sea monsters and missing treasure. But the villains who are after 
Zheng are soon after Razi and his sister, Shifa, too. And so begins an exhilarating adventure in the 
shadow of the biggest sea monster of them all…  

Selvi is a wild child who loves climbing in the beautiful mountains behind her home. She is often 
joined by Lokka, a leopard with a beautiful coat and huge golden eyes. When hunters come for   
Lokka, Selvi is determined to fight.  

But what can she do against such powerful enemies? Turn to her friends, of course! Now they just 
need the perfect plan… 


